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Undaunted by the slim footprint
of her historic home, a designer
makes the most oL a ti :
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5 soeom &5 Folan

Detwealer Allen

seb oyes on the
uiu'uplq; srone farmboise in & I|.'.1:":.
neighhaorhood of Philadelphia, she
knew she wanted o lve there. An
architectural and interior designer,
Rashiim fell in love wich rhe |Iu.-|| wiri-
dowsills and preciy old radiators, as
well as the promise of a momne relaed
lifestyle. After 13 hectic years in

Manhattan, she was resdy 1o slacken
ber pace and reruen with her bushand,
Dravid Allen, and their tao poang chil-
dren 1o the streets when: she grew up

Theegh the three-stary 1280 hose
LU e g 1T I_||r":|||_|. 'H.-II.|'|I|. Rabin knew I:l'u'

imsile nesded revampng e her nwsd-

em family . She found s 2,361 square
{l_‘l_‘l_ I_'|'|.'|'|H_'|_| amdl ||:'|I1.. with even bess
choser space than shed had in Mew
York City. The first foor spoke elo-
quently of a different era, with a
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before

after

Lo T [R]1 ||||||1|:_; LE TR IJLiu:.;
up prame real esoare ar the
CELCE |||. ||||; hiowse and a2 1y
kitchien wedpsd ac the hack.
The lving romm was bong and
thin, and divided st two
'\1l_';||_i'|:_'\. AEds, sicithier of which
felr |H|"Ii|.|||:|."|:|' |.'||I:|1'|-I|I'..I|:I|l\.'.

romn the beginnmg, Bobin'
'\.1-.i|||' Irc:-r I_|||,, haese was clear,
bt she brainstormed wich Jefi
Krieger, whe acted as archatect
f record, to sort our the
details, W r||_|'|._-|l with the idea
of a twonstory addison out back,™ sys
Kricger, “hut the lot s very small, 5o
we beft the footpeint intct amd reserec-
tureil the rear wing of the hoase o
redrmain within the |_-'-.i~.1|||;_-_' ervelope”
Because Robin and David bke m
cook, bringing the kitchen to cener

Robin stained her floors
dark as ebony. “I'm

L'I..,E.":-. .|IH:|_||.

she says. “They're like

JEWWE Irv to me™

Dlpjoler 20030 W Hormamer, e



SIS WAL DO [ |lll'il::-. |'|'||_-:. achibeved
thar by making the former dining
raan her new kitchen ancd putbong the
dining room table in the living room.
“In Mew York, [ was used to rooans
thar were mere mnltitinctional,™ =avs
Rasbian, “so it made sense o do thas.
For hier T I\.i'.l_lll_'l'l_ Rahin CAIMIE
up with a tresh, contemporary look
that she calls farmbouse modern
Extrawsde white beadboard, laid hor
izontully, lends o noutical air to the

'~|||.|| T |I'|I-\.;|-i|-c'||_ Ve Rllllill_ ||ll |"i_“| [ER]

e oI, 10sE

place,

thie Mairie coast, Liocal cabinesmmaker
Jim Archur extended the effect g cus-
[RATif k] q.'_llli'"'\.\.'l"\._ '\.l.|||-q:|| meel The 4 :'i||l'|u

with simple, elegant modding.

eoween the kitchen win
TS, |{||||||| |;|;,'|_||!|_'|| [
install  no-tuss  open
shelving, which she says
reminds her of the fami

lv% howse in Maime and
.n:l_'q_l'h. r;|1'|1|' [ ."\-ml'\. ol |r_:|;|| ||':|..'|'. | :I-c'l

A FTT arie sicle o

el tor pale gray

Hars e ST
pointers from designer-owne
Rabin Detvseiler Aller

B Listen to your
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B Ee bolkd

B Lighten up

- 1
quartz compesite countertops, CIts
Il_'-|'\-\. CXpEmsive than =|:I|'i-.!.'. ancd 5t has
the look of concrete, with extra dura-

Fremch doors thar

laligw,™ <he says
DPEN OUE T 3 new wiossden deck and o

garden bring light looding in, amnd
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Eobin rave her agine ho

...I|l-.. | In the

a 19505 blond rosewood bar and stiosls
L|'|.'|| ',|'| il'lrll-\. srreanl |'||,'|| anid l-\.ll'l'll'llll'.

0 Oain Ir il I_:|1 ||'| FECORITH ||3;'|I_l:
the dining raom table in the liv
g MMALlL, I':.l.ll'\lll1 I".Illl Al i"'.'!l'n."’il
| g Tk the kitchen a tew feest
i the lefe of the omginal rectangular
|||,||_'|'|i1|l_l. .||'1||.l.i||;._; I||-q,' SRS 1 flosw

it ane another more gracefully. This

e |

there 15 5l

antigque

‘I.:'||_' OCCAas1on 1l CTea KT |.||;|| :|||_||.E

marve also yiekded a wider expamse of
wall 1o anchor the dining room tahde
and chairs. The old kitchen mnow Tume-
dons a8 Robins office, though she
happily gave up part of the space for a
1|'_I|L-:|'| |r_-||1|_|'.|I 1|.|'||_'|'-q,' I-hl; RAVE shie
srowres e mmoch junk ic's a.'l:l':h.lrr.lh-.lzlg.;.'

Bobin refreshed the Livisg-dining
ronm wells with rangy apee  grreen

paint. The lounge area, now smaller
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and better defined, sports a neutral
sofa and armchairs ezed up with bold
Jonathan Adler pillews, A Bessarabdian
kilim, a mid-cennary masdern liguos
calimer, and a lare-1800s Chiness
wardrobe complete the eclecne decor,
Dak Aoers, smained dark as -¢h|;|n:.',
weave the rooms together. “In a small
howse,” savs Bohin, "youn dont want
L1} -'."||r.=4:'l up the Spaces YOu Want soac
uniformity o pull it all rogether.”

pestairs, Bolin confronted a
“pitch-black™ halbway, with
the master bedroom it one
erul, the bashroom ac the
other, and she aracked the problem
with characteristic can-do logic. “She
hiad & bow of wery good, very clear ideas

“Tt vou can see through tl

1r-1|.'l.'|!- PLEM g L :I':'Ill It SEEIms

abesar o she wanned these FHCES 10
connect.” sys Krieger, Since Robin
ared David would share this Aoor with
their children, the bathroom soild
have to be close to bioth bedrooms,
With =0 limle storage space, Robin
knsw that a dressing rooa for her and
Travid was also a necessing. By maming
the bathroom and a closet invoe a child's
oo, then dividing the middle bed-
room it @ bathroom and dressing
racim, Robin got her master bedroom
guite, Her son gor & eoxy, sun-flled
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e MOUSE, VOur eyes Just

: " e o
bigger,” says Robin, who

to get this ettect
bedroom with windowes overlooking
the pecker-feneed backyard.

Robin gave the dark. inhospitable
|_|ps|:air~s h:'.EI'u'-J_'_c the Cinderells trear-
ment, realigning the pwo bedrosm
doorways 3 few fest so they directly
face exch other, This ereated a clear
line of sight and sunlight from ome
end of the corridor o the ether, "It
really a light issae up here,” says
Eahin, “har ic's also a view issee and a
space issue. [t ust makes the
whale hnse feel maore open.”
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